Control of abscission is a main goal for citriculture to ensure success of mechanical harvesting. Adoption of mechanical harvesting will accelerate when an abscission agent that specifically causes mature fruit to abscise, improves fruit removal, and increases economic efficiency of machines is available. The abscission agent CMNP has been extensively evaluated, and it's use with processed orange harvesting improves machine efficiency and removes an average of 12% more mature fruit when compared to untreated controls. Our research focuses on mechanisms that control abscission, overcome developmental barriers, and improve response to CMNP throughout the harvest season.
A hormonal switch trigger lipid signalling via phospholipid degradation and abscission. CMNP accelerates the process.
